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Any colour, so long a's'i:t"is',n‘t' black this,
was the decorativie'mantra Ricky
Clifton adopted at Portale’s House, one

of seven residences on the Italian family

estate of Paola Igliori. His chosen'
palette brings the hues of hydrangeas
in from the garden, és:,garol Prisant
discovers. Photcgraphg?'f‘_!iric Boman

‘No such thing s

as bad colour




Previpus pages: Portale’'s House was built in 1870; the

gardensl. blossoming with hydrangeas, were planted in
1780. Tr?ese pages: the kitchen walls are vivid chartreuse




The salon is painted in a shade of periwinkle blue, hand-
mixed by Ricky. A mosquito-netted bed stands against the
wall; the amphora is by Pacla's ex-husband Sandro Chia
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H‘I‘lul’ndlelOlel\.’ across be
terrible and an idiot savant’) has only worked on o
House. This, says owner Paola Iglmn fpuel publi er. Ilim-
maker and descendant of dukes and popes)
pingly gorgeous, but also the source of sev em] recent blips in
the local creative energy field. And creative energy
kiwi crops, feng shui, ecstatic danc

ator, ‘Just remember you're in [taly. Don't do somethi
nd gothic, what he heard (to his dismay) w;
red rough- }"alcju‘tmp(mtinn w j
learned this only now, after the pair had schlepped suitcases full
~hued Tib ; ers from New York. (A olare-
hipped the paper, only to
tmd it hz.mgauld locally, which Paola doesn't re.rnemher at a]l
tashomon.) And hhm sh as ed Ri

- didn’t. After all, L‘ltn like Diane von }ur:tenben‘,
chrager, Brice Marden and Philip Taaffe have all accepted
> le ‘they don’t have to pay me much,

dLl.urdtlnb, but genuinely

and Gilbert and
a. She's proud of
und has attracted

s Giuliano Briganti and Anthony Blunt; actor

enneth Branagh, and coming in June, for a spin on the ‘ar
teacher for a one month ‘yoga retreat’.
Piero della Francesca’s Duke of Urbino (the one with the nose
and red hat) is an ancestor, and Paola me of that lordli-
ness, though not the nose. The “villa' of Villa Lina has neither
lordliness nor even a physical presence — having been torn down
by her grandfather after its stint as German staff headquarters
during World War 1l and venging by
burnable wood and saleable parts. (Althoug
sadly false - version has it that the main house was burned by

villagers because Mussolini swam in its pool.) In fact, the
grounds of Villa Lina are studded with pools made by se
fountains, each of a different style, making it, perhaps, the only
Postmodern garden in Italy. Rare mat,nnlms and redwoods
flourish on the grounds, and framing Portale’s House - the gate
house — are billows of blue hydrangea. Which Ricky just loved.
Now Ri had a cheq
acab driver, picture framer, ceramicist, florist, printer and artist
and, along with the aforementioned, has been called ‘m
ulous, obnoxious, disagreeable and totally fun.’ The totally fi
part i:\'pi(:dc'. inh
pindu occasionally, mrupamn_rtr:mlul

J.L'U]l than others L:Ik't‘
ople problems away Jer,

re you don’t re
oony, meltable peri kle blue and the old chairs and
shes upholstered in cheap and serviceable terry cloth and
as, not to mention the mc qunu—net draped Indian

room, the blu
liked chartreuse
and ceiling
liked, but that *bl
lavender-blue hall and ease on up thr stone stairs
Imiiun Fcr«ia: .:ru:ll'lnur w!n.n. g 5
ing m.lm,n!d and orang lwd
undry
1 triumph of functional plurn ving. The
adon, and the piéce de
.wn room rh.:r bl ms out into
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Opposite, top: mul
ground decorate the entrance hall. Bot

ured stripes on a neutral back

the external
dining table, where Paola eats with her illustrious g

This page: the laundry room, with a built-in sauna to the

left. The scalloped shades recur throughout the house




